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Poetry. 

.     • HOLY VOICES. 
When life's way seems rough and dreary. 

As around us shadows fall, 
And the heart grows faint and weary, 

Holy voices to us call, 
In the conflict with temptations 

Giving hope and strength anew, 
Waking higher aspirations 

To attain the good and true. 

From the realm of life's beginning. 
Childhood's golden sinless years, 

Oft come voices sweet and winning 
That the listening spirit hears. 

They are sacred memories stealing 
Softly down from long ago, 

Opening founts of tender feeling 
From which purer currents flow. 

Cherished ones awhile beside us 
Trod earth's paths, then said farewell, 

Destiny's decrees divide us. 
Oft of them those voices tell, 

Whispering of a joyful meeting 
In some far off fairer sphere, 

Where for age shall last the fleeting 
Frienships formed and broken here. 

Oft they tell of scenes where blended 
Time's swift tide with death's dark stream, 

And where pain and striving ended 
Like the passing of a dream. 

Voices heard last at the portal, 
Leading to the land unknown, 

Echo still from heights immortal, 
Seems to sound their solemn tone. 

Each good influence that lingers,   . 
Nobler longings to impart, 

As if unseen angel fingers 
Swept the harp-strings of the heart, 

Is a voice that calls the spirit 
Upward to its better home 

And the life it shall inherit 
When release and rest shall come. 

Contributions. 

BELIEF IN GOD A UNIVEBSAL FAITH. 

A Sermon on John 14 : 1. 

Natural religion   points   unmis- 
takably to God the Creator of the 
world,  but only revealed religion 
can tell of Jesus Christ the  Savior 
of the world.    To believe that this 
beautiful, wonderful world in which 
we live, the far away stars, like dia- 
monds   sparkling in the bosom of 
the night, the mighty universe, in- 
finite limitless stretching on and on 
forever—to believe that these have 
a maker and ruler is a small tax on 
the faith  of any man.    Not only 
does it not require an effort to be- 
lieve, but  it  does  require   effort, 
and prejudice and wilful blindness 
not to believe.    Man's mind is so 
constituted that faith in God aims 
spontaneously,      intentively;    we 
must believe ' 'that there is a God, 
all nature will abound through all 

her works." He has revealed him- 
self in every leaf and flower and 
blade of grass. In all creation are. 
evidences of design and fitness and 
purpose, and thus the design is re- 
vealed. 

Jesus said  to his disciples,  "ye 
believe in God."   Such belief is the 
faith of all rational humanity,   for 
it is only the fool  who has said .in 
his heart ' 'there is no God."   How- 
ever deep a nation may sink into 
ignorance and barbarism it still re- 
tains some notion of God, often in- 
deed an unworthy  and  imperfect 
idea of him, yet there is still a rec- 
ognition of a higher power.    There 
is in man as a part of his constitu- 
tion a religious  instinct  which no 
condition can quite destroy.     Un- 
der the name of the great Spirit 
the   Indians   of our own   country 
loved   God   and   worshiped   him. 
They believed in God though they 
had no other revelation than nature 
and their own hearts.    The ancient 
Greeks and Romans were without 
revelation,    yet   they   believed  in 
God and worshiped him under the 
names   of  Zeus or   Jupiter.    The 
ancient Egyptians believed in God 
and their name for him was Osirus. 
The Persians called him the Eter- 

fffaj and recognized him as supreme. 
The Vedas or sacred book of the 
Hindoos teaches that there is one 
God, and that he is triune—Brah- 
ma, Vishnu and Siva constituting 
the trinity. 

The ancient Northmen believed 
in God and called him the All-fa- 
ther.    Their sacred books, the Ed- 
das,   give a description of a great 
battle which shall occur at the end 
of the  world in  which  the powers 
of  good  and  evil  shall contend. 
Then the world shall be wrapped 
in flames, the sun shall grow dim,, 
the stars shall fall and time shall be 
no more.    After that the All-father 
will create a new heaven and a new 
earth where perpetual spring shall 
reign, and sin and misery shall be 
unknown and God and  man shall 
dwell  together  in  eternal   peace. 
The ancient Druids of western Eu- 
rope had rto revelation yet they be- 
lieved in God—one  Supreme Be- 
ing whom they called Esus.     They 
believed also in the immortality of 
the soul and in future rewards and 
punishments.    The Aztecs of Mex- 
ico  as  well  as  the   Peruvians of 
South America believed in one su- 
preme God  and Creator to whom 
they  attributed all   the divine at- 

tributes and to whom they prayed. 
Belief  in God  is almost  if  not 

quite a universal faith >  there are 
no natives who are without such a   . 
belief, and though there are found 
some individuals who deny God's 
existence,   their unbelief must be 
attributed to guilty, because wilful, 
rejection of the evidence furnished 
both by nature and by revelation. 
Tyndall the infidel, was once walk- 
ing among the clouds during a sun- 
set upon the Alps when a compan- 
ion said to him, "can you behold 
such  a sublime scene as this and 
not feel that there is a God ?"     He 
answered, "i do feel it and rejoice 
in it ;  but .when you undertake to 
prove it then I begin to doubt and 
say it is not true."    The mind un- 
trammeled by doubts and labored 
proofs affirms this universal faith, 
and in the presence of danger and   % 

death not only believes in God but 
relies upon him. 

The existence of God is a truth 
taught alike by nature and by rev- 
elation,   but   surely   Jesus    meant 
more than that his disciples should 
simply believe that God is.     Be- 
lief may be genuine and.yet it may 
be too weak to change the life or 
to bear fruit.    The puddle by the 
roadside is water just as truly as 
that in the ocean is water, but you 
cannot sail ships  in   the  roadside 
puddle ; so the faith that says there 
is a God is faith, but it neither com- 
forts the heart nor saves the soul ; 
to be saving faith it must be inten- 
sified.     So' much that is called faith 
is but a passive acceptance of cer- 
tain doctrines as true ;  but faith in 
the scriptural sense is trust ; it is 
committing all to   him.     Belief  in 
God is emotional as well as intel- 
lectual ; one can  believe a mathe- 
matical  truth  without feeling, but 
he  cannot  believe  a moral   truth 
without   emotion   of   some  kind. 
The kind of faith that God requires 
is the kind that stirs the soul to ac- 
tion.    The   long   controversy  be- 
tween the relative value of faith and 
works in effecting our justification 
is settled here.     Paul taught that 
it  is  faith   that   justifies   without 
works, and James had said that it is 
by works a man is justified and not 
by   faith   alone.     Both   taught  a 
great   truth   and    neither   contra- 
dicted the other.    It is faith that 
saves,  but not merely the passive 
acceptance of a truth ; it is the faith 
which fires the soul to the perform- 
ance of righteous deeds that secures 


